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November 19, 2025


Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we approach the holiday season, many families may be considering electric bicycles (e-bikes) as thoughtful gifts for children and teens. To help you make informed choices and keep your family safe, I wanted to share a summary of the rules and guidelines in the State of New Jersey regarding what kinds of e-bikes and e-scooters are allowed — what is permitted, what is not, and best practices for safe use.

What is Permitted
In New Jersey, the law distinguishes between different types of electric bikes/scooters. Here are the key points:
E-Bikes
· A “low-speed electric bicycle” is defined as a two- or three-wheeled vehicle that has fully operable pedals and an electric motor of 750 watts or less, whose maximum speed on a paved level surface when powered solely by the motor (with a 170-lb rider) is less than 20 mph. 

· These are further classified:
· Class 1: Motor assists only while pedaling; stops assisting at 20 mph
· Class 2: Motor may operate without pedaling, but remains limited to 20 mph max. 

· For these low-speed e-bikes (Class 1 and 2):
· No driver’s license required
· No vehicle registration or insurance required (unlike mopeds). 
· Riders must obey the same laws as bicyclists (traffic signals, direction of travel, riding in the same lane as traffic) unless local law provides otherwise. 
· A label must be affixed to the e-bike prominently showing the classification, top assisted speed, and motor wattage. 
· Helmet use is required for riders under age 17. 

· If an e-bike is capable of speeds greater than 20 mph (up to ~28 mph) or is more powerful, it becomes a “motorized bicycle” (moped-type) and requires registration, license, & insurance. 


What is Not Permitted (or Requires Additional Regulation)
· An electric bike or scooter that is modified or built to exceed the state’s low-speed definitions (motor > 750 watts, speed > 20 mph) is no longer treated like a regular bicycle; it may be considered a motorized bicycle/moped and subject to registration, license, insurance. 
· “Motorized scooters” (in some definitions) that do not meet the low-speed micromobility definition may be prohibited from public streets, sidewalks or public lands, unless special conditions apply. For example, certain “motorized scooters” are not permitted on public roads/sidewalks. 
· Just because something is “electric” does not automatically make it legal for all uses, and many online retailers will market them as legal.

Many communities have already crafted ordinances as these modes of transportation are causing hazards for pedestrians and vehicular traffic alike. The Police Department is currently exploring a proposal to the Mayor and Council that could be forthcoming in the near future.

For a more in-depth look at micromobility and regulations of these devices, please visit this link New-Jersey-Micromobility-Guide_2025.pdf 

I hope you find this guide useful as you start your holiday shopping, and to reexamine what you already may have in your possession. I hope to have an Officer host an assembly to relay this and the “rules of the road” to students as the weather warms in the new year. 

Should you have questions about this or any other topic relating to juvenile matters, don’t hesitate to reach out to my office, 201-599-6320. 


Lt. Joseph Zemaites

Lieutenant Joseph Zemaites
River Edge Police Department
Investigations Division/Community Policing




News Article - https://www.nj.com/gloucester-county/2025/11/this-police-chief-is-begging-kids-not-to-ride-e-bikes-after-2-scary-nj-crashes.html
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